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How do one-year—old infants respond to another person when their and his/her preferences
don’t match ?: The examination of their motivation of responses and understanding his/her

positive emotion.
Takahiro Hisazaki

The goal of this investigation was to study how one-year—old infants’ responses to another
person’s request were motivated and how they understand another person’s positive emotion
alone when their and his/her preferences didn’t match. In Study 1, 16— to 24-month-old
infants were requested either snacks or vegetables by an experimenter, who had previously
displayed food preference which matched or mismatched their food preference. In Study 2,
14-, 18-, and 22-month-old infants were requested either type of toys by an experimenter
or their mothers, who had previously expressed toy preference independently of, in
accordance with, or in discordance with their toy preference. Study 1 revealed that 20-
to 24-month-old infants who responded correctly when their and the experimenter’s food
preferences mismatched also showed correct responses when matched. Study 2 showed that
18- and 22-month-old infants respond correctly when their and the experimenter’s toy
preferences matched but did not respond properly when mismatched. These studies suggested
that infants in the latter half of the second year could respond correctly with prosocial

motivation but could not do by understanding another person’s positive emotion alone.

Key words: one-year—olds, referential specificity of emotion, subjectivity of desire and

emotion, sharing behavior, prosocial motivation
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