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Changes in feelings of volunteer college students in a therapeutic camp for autistic children

Keiko ICHIKADO, Noriko KOGA and Junji SASAKI
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Changes in feelings of volunteer college students in a therapeutic
camp for autistic children

Keiko ICHIKADO, Noriko KOGA and Junji SASAKI

We investigated changes in feelings of volunteer college students in therapeutic camp for autistic
children. Seventeen children, age range 8-18, 13 boys and 4 girls attended the camp. Twenty four
students who supported an autistic child through camping answered questionnaires about their
feelings for three camping days. We analyzed feelings of students into 454 categories, including 229
positive feelings such as joyfulness and relief , 199 negative feelings, such as anxieties and worries,
and 26 other neutral feelings. Children’s challenging behaviors strongly affected student feelings.

Key words: therapeutic camp for autistic children, feelings of volunteer students, positive and
negative feelings



