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Changes of the goal of deaf education from the start of its compulsory
education to the Showa 40s (1948-1974), Japan:
An analysis of the newsletters of the Tokyo metropolitan schools

Junji SASAKI

The purpose of this study was to analyze the goal of deaf education from the start of its
compulsory education to the Showa 40s (1948-1974). School summaries and newsletters of the Tokyo
Metropolitan Shinagawa and Ota Schools for the Deaf were analyzed. The goals of the two schools
consisted of the following four elements: to conquer disability by oneself, to equip with oral
communication skills, to embody morality and sociability to live in a hearing society, and to be
occupationally independent. Future images on work and living held by teachers, parents, and pupils,
including the alumni, were similar in concept that deaf people needed autonomy to conquer
disabilities by themselves and that they lacked cooperativeness and planning. These images were
affected by the dominant sociocultural context of the individual model of disability and stigma that
labeled deaf people as socially inferior. In the Showa 40s, however, pupils and alumni began to
discover the social aspect of their experienced disabilities and confront the stigma attached to them.
The schools had difficulties realizing their goals during the period.

Key words: deaf education, educational goal, newsletter of school for the deaf, Tokyo



