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Science education using natural monuments in Kumamoto Prefecture
: Utilization of nation designated natural monument "Futagawa fault”

Masaya SAKAMOTO
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Science education using natural monuments in Kumamoto
Prefecture
: Utilization of nationally designated natural monument
"Futagawa fault"

Masaya SAKAMOTO

Natural monuments designated by the Japanese government are strictly obliged to preserve and
utilize by the Cultural Property Protection Law. Therefore, if appropriate teaching methods of science
education can be found, it can be used permanently as an educational material familiar to students. In
addition, since the Act on Cultural Property Protection will be revised in 2019, conservation and
utilization of cultural properties will become more important in the future. Based on this fact, this
study considers the natural monument designated by the administration as an educational resource. If
this proposal is implemented, science education will find the educational value of cultural properties.
With this proposal, science education will find the educational value of natural monuments attracting
much more attention. The "Futagawa fault ", the cause of the Kumamoto earthquake in April 2016,
was designated as a natural monument by the government. This research developed the teaching
materials for science teaching using this natural monument and exemplified how to use it.

Key words: Natural monument, Futagawa fault, preservation and utilization, region, outdoor learning
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