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Meaning of death among nurses:
A comparison by years of nursing experience
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Meaning of death among nurses:
A comparison by years of nursing experience

Masako ISHIZAKA

This study investigated the meaning of death among nurses. The participants included 153 nurses
and 504 general adults who completed a questionnaire. The results showed that (1) nurses viewed
death as a release from suffering and had death acceptance through belief in the afterlife more so
than general adults and (2) general adults clung to the thought of death less than nurses. Therefore,
it appears that nurses face the notion of death while general adults maintain distance from the
thought of death. In addition, the comparison by years of nursing experience showed that nurses with
longer experiences clung to the thought of death to a lesser extent than other nurses. The result
suggests that their meaning of death allows for flexibility, where nurses maintain distance from the
thought of death in an environment that is generally approachable to the notion of death, allowing
them to continue nursing. Finally, “evaluation” and “distance” that are proposed in this study are
important concepts for interpreting the meaning of death for both the general public and clinical
contexts.

Key words: meaning of death, nurses, nursing years of experience



