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A study of Kenji Miyazawa’s “Vegetarian Festival” (part 1)

Kiyotaka Kaneto
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For a moment Jill did not realize the full meaning of this. But she did when Scrubb’s
eyes opened wide with horror and he said:

“So we’ve been eating a Talking stag.”

This discovery didn’t have exactly the same effect on all of them. Jill, who was
new to that world, was sorry for the poor stag and thought it rotten of the giants to
have killed him. Scrubb, who had been that world before and had at least one Talking
beast as his dear friend, felt horrified; as you might feel about a murder, but
Puddleglum, who was Narnian born, was sick and faint, and felt as you would feel if
you found you had eaten a baby. (The Silver Chair: 1953)
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