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Past, current and future developments in the concept of boundary
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Past, current and future developments in the concept of
boundary

Emi KODAMA

The purpose of this article is to survey boundaries. Of particular focus are development of the
psychoanalytic concept, its relation to psychopathology and creativity, and Japanese original aspects.
How boundaries are related to one’s mind and treated at a clinical scene are discussed. Development
of an original Japanese concept of boundary is necessary because the concept is easily influenced by
culture. Future research is needed not to apply Western theory directly, but to design from the
bottom up a method from accumulated Japanese clinical knowledge of case studies.

Key words: boundary, creativity, Japanese culture, clinical application



