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Research on the use of avatar robots to promote community interaction with sick children
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Research on the use of avatar robots to promote community
interaction with sick children

Ryuya KUWATA, Daiki GOTOU, Mutsumi TOYODA, Rinne YONEMITSU,
Rino FUKAE, Kazuhiro KURIHARA

This study aimed to clarify the results and challenges of an online exchange between a sick and
physically disabled student A at a special needs school and students B at an elementary school using
the avatar robot OriHime, and to explore how this technology can promote exchange and
collaborative learning. By using OriHime, student A was able to understand the lesson content, feel
like they were learning together, and actively participate in the lessons. Meanwhile, students B and
others also had the opportunity to experience the feeling of learning together by exchanging opinions
with student A through OriHime, and to learn the importance of mutual respect. In addition, the
homeroom teachers of both schools also evaluated the positive changes brought about by the use of
OriHime and expressed their expectations for its continued use in the future. However, in order to
further enhance the feeling of learning together for both students, continued research is needed, such
as improving the sound quality and examining effective ways to use OriHime and Zoom. Furthermore,
in order to reduce the burden on teachers who conduct lessons and connect ICT devices, it is
necessary to improve OriHime's Internet connectivity and strengthen the network environment, such

as the school's wireless LAN system.

Key words: Resident school exchange, online classes, sickly, lameness, OriHime, Zoom, learn together



