DI HOF - RRALBEZE 482375 20244

AOFMCTYRVEREPF S5 THREBBNOZE
— IOFBTHEEIWEVREEDHELT —

5

- EAFIE

The impact of wearing mask on early childhood education during the coronavirus pandemic
— Aiming for better childcare even during the coronavirus pandemic —

Akiko SONODA, Toshinobu MASUMOTO
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The impact of wearing mask on early childhood education
during the coronavirus pandemic
— Aiming for better childcare even during
the coronavirus pandemic —

Akiko SONODA, Toshinobu MASUMOTO

This study collected and examined the opinions of kindergarten and childcare teachers (hereafter
referred to as “teachers”) through a questionnaire survey regarding issues and innovations in
childcare activities and trends in the social skills of children in the Corona Disaster. The effects of
masked childcare included difficulty in reading facial expressions and listening to speech, decreased
physical contact, and anxiety about whether the words of the caregivers were being understood. In
response to these issues, the teachers at the site confirmed the understanding between teachers and
between teachers and preschoolers, tried to present information visually (e.g., by using the board),
made gestures to make them easier to understand, and used toys to hold hands. Regarding to the
preschoolers’ social skill, the results of the present survey showed that they tended to have weak self-
control behavior and high inattentive hyperactivity behavior. Although there was no change in the
use and retention of social skills compared to the pre-Corona Disaster survey, the present results also
suggested that teachers felt that there was an increase in inattentive hyperactivity and problem
behaviors such as withdrawn and aggressive behavior.

Key words: Early Childhood Education, Corona Disaster, Masked Childcare, Social Skills
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