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The practice of growing plants in living environment studies
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The practice of growing plants in living environment studies

Kouki KUBO

In the teaching of Living Environment Studies, a subject that emphasizes learning through
experience, it is important that elementary school teachers themselves have experienced the content
they are teaching. However, not all students who aspire to become teachers have such experiences.
In the university teacher-training course "Living Environment Studies," it is necessary to supplement
such experiences for students while deepening their understanding of the subject. In this paper, a
questionnaire is analyzed regarding a plant growing activity conducted in pairs in the course “Early
Childhood Environment,” and the usefulness of the activity and areas for improvement are discussed.
The results showed that the college students developed a positive impression of plant growing as
they continued with the activity. Results also showed that those who were more positive about the
activity and those who trusted their plant growing partners more learned much from the activity. By
analyzing the results for each pair, we also found that a large gap in the partners' attitudes toward
the activity had a negative impact on the pairs' learning performance.

Key words: Living environment studies, Questionnaire data analysis, Hands-on activity, Plant growing
activities



