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Current Status and Problems with Practical Training at Welfare Facilities for Nursery
Teacher Trainees in Junior Colleges (II)

—Self-Evaluation and Awareness on Practical Training in Social Institutions—
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Problems with the practicum conducted at welfare facilities, as a part of the curriculum
of childcare training schools for nursery teachers were investigated. In a previous study,
advance preparation and guidance provided before the training were investigated. In this
study, guidance interviews conducted after the practicum and summaries of the practicum
were synthetically analyzed in order to examine the development of the “self” in students
resulting from the training, as assessed from students’ “awareness” through self-evaluation
conducted after the training. The results indicted that there were differences in the

awareness of students, depending on the type of facility where they trained. Moreover,

analysis of interview data identified the following categories as factors in the awareness

LR INT LTS ’»

related to the development of the self: “confusion, anger, anxiety about failure,
“episodes,” “awareness,” “a feeling of distance,” “relationship based on reliance,”
“teamwork, ” “being challenging, ™ and “expansion of understanding.” In the training of future

nursery teachers, it would be important to help students develop a clear image of a nursery
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teacher. For this purpose, it would be necessary to conduct reviews after the completion
of a practicum and compare self-evaluations and evaluations by others, as well as to examine

the “awareness” of the students themselves.

Key Words: junior college, practical training at welfare facilities, interview,

self-—evaluation, awareness
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