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On the process of decision making as for a student with severe physical and verbal

communication disabilities: Based on focus group interviews with the teachers concerned
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On the process of decision making as for a student with severe
physical and verbal communication disabilities: Based on focus
group interviews with the teachers concerned

Iwao KAWATSU - Hidetaka TANAKA

The purpose of this study is to investigate structures and rules into educational phenomena of
interaction between a student with severe physical and verbal communication disabilities and
teachers concerned. By this investigation, we would like to discuss about the student who goes a
college now. Especially, we would like to debate on a question how the student’s dream of becoming a
college student had developed and has come true.

The approach employed in this analysis was as follows. We interviewed teachers concerned to
perform a “focus group interview.” We analyzed the structures and rules from the interview data by
“M-GTA."As a result, we found four important subcategories, which were recall conflict subcategory of
backup category, common educational aspects of mirroring category, self-esteem of A emotional growth
category, and meaning for being a teacher of teacher’s emotional growth category.

Finally, considering the relations between cause and effect of each category and subcategory, we
found belief and hope as an essential subcategory in educational principle category, which places in the
center of educational structure of this case.
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